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legislative councils, and which condemned Barthelemy and.
Garnet, forty-two members of one legislative council, and
eleven members of the other, to a perpetual banishment to
Cayenne, or to the pestilential swamps of Guiana. The pro-
prietors and editors of forty-two journals, and about 180 priests,
were, soon after, condemned to the same fate. A few, like
Carnot, succeeded in concealing themselves, but in general the
savage sentence was savagely executed, and a majority of the-
prisoners perished by hardship or pestilence. Barthelemy
escaped from Guiana, in an American vessel, and took refuge in
England.

It was the strong opinion of Malmesbury and- Canning, on
the one side, and of Maret and Talleyrand, on the other, that if
this revolution had not taken place, the majority in the Directory
would have been compelled by the legislative councils, and by
the pressure of French public opinion, to consent to a peace on
the lines which England had proposed. The 18th fructidor,
however, at once destroyed the influence of the Moderate party.
The French legation at Lille was recalled, and replaced by two
violent Jacobins, with peremptory instructions. They arrived
at Lille on September 13, and almost immediately after, they
demanded whether Malmesbury had power to consent to :a
general restitution of every possession remaining in his
Majesty's hands, not only belonging to them, but to their
allies/ as a preliminary to any further negotiation; and they
added, that when this had been accomplished, there were still
many articles to be proposed. The reply being naturally in the-
negative, Lord Malmesbury was, on September 16, ordered,,
within twenty-four hours, to quit France.1

It is curious to observe, how long it was before the last
faint gleam of hope disappeared, and all prospect of negotiation
was abandoned. Immediately on hearing of the new revolution,.
Pitt wrote to Malmesbury, expressing his unaltered determina-
tion to continue the negotiation, and his belief that it was still
possible to attain a peace;2 and even after Lord Malmesbury had
been ignominiously sent back to London, he exchanged, by the
wish of the Government, two or three notes with the French.

1  Malmesbury Correspondence, iii. 561-569, 576.

2  Ibid. p. 554.